
20th Day of Advent 
December 17, 2021 

Ephesians 5:1-2 
 

Living God’s Love 
 
Today is my brother’s 66th birthday.  I am 3 and 1/2 years older than he.  We were the only two kids in 
our family.  He was an active boy who enjoyed playing sports, Army, Cowboys and Indians.  I was more 
studious and enjoyed my books, music, dolls and board games.  Naturally, my social life as a teen began 
way before his and we did not travel in the same circle. We didn’t even attend the same schools after he 
was in the third grade. He always made sure that he thought of something that would annoy me, 
especially jumping out from behind a door to scare me. 
 
But as I reflect on Advent and Christmas, I have no memories of an annoying little brother.  
I have memories of us crawling on our backs to look up into the tree to see our reflections in the 
ornaments and to see the beautiful lights.  
I remember stenciling the windows with fake snow. 
I remember eating the Christmas cookies and stringing popcorn and cranberries.  
I remember him going with our dad to chop down the Christmas tree.  
I remember singing Christmas songs and hymns and listening to Christmas music.  
I remember our extended family with grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins gathering at our house to 
enjoy our Mom’s delicious food and beautiful Christmas decorations.  
I remember us getting dressed up and going to church together on Christmas Eve. 
I remember waking up on Christmas morning and the excitement of getting our gifts. 
 
I really don’t remember a specific gift that I got on any given Christmas.   
Funny, isn’t it, how despite the commercial and media hype about Christmas, that is not really what is 
important? 
 
By giving us the gift of his son, Jesus Christ, we are all members of God’s family. We are blessed with the 
hope of each new day and sharing Christ’s love with others.  Call someone that you have been meaning 
to reach out to. Let them know you love them and that God loves them.  After all, aren’t we meant to 
Live God’s Love as the St. Matthew body of Christ?  
 
Happy Birthday Little Brother and God’s Blessing to All.  
 
Jill Heck 
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