
  

“Living God’s Love” 
St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church 
400 North Broadway Street  Medina, Ohio 44256  

330-725-8885  office@stmatthewmedina.org 

www.stmatthewmedina.org 

Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

 

September 12, 2021 

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

Rhythm & Blues Liturgy 

Ephesians 1:11 

I will walk in the presence of the Lord, 
in the land of the living. 

Psalm 116:9 
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GATHERING 

* Please stand as you are able. 

 

 Gathering Songs  

  Announcements 

*Confession & Forgiveness                                                                           Page 3 

*Peace  The peace will be an acknowledgement with your neighbor of God’s reconciling love 
by nod or bow.  

*Hymn:                  What a Friend We Have in Jesus                                  Page 13 

*Greeting                                                                                                          Page 4 

*Kyrie                                                                                                                     Page 4 

*Hymn of Praise and Salutation                                                                          Page 4 

*Prayer of the Day   

O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the 
glory of the cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we 
may turn from the lure of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

  Blessing of Sunday School Teachers & Students (11:00)               Deacon Lindsay Bailey 

WORD 

 First Reading                                                                                     Isaiah 50:4-9a 

 
4
The Lord God has given me 

  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 

5
The Lord God has opened my ear, 

  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 

6
I gave my back to those who struck me, 

  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 

7
The Lord God helps me; 

  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  

8
he who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 

9a
It is the Lord God who helps me; 

  who will declare me guilty? 



3 

 Psalm                                                                                               Psalm 116:1-9 

 
1
I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, 

  and listened to my supplication, 
 

2
for the Lord has given ear to me 

  whenever I called. 
 

3
The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; 

  I came to grief and sorrow. 
 

4
Then I called upon the name of the Lord: 

  “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.”  
 

5
Gracious is the Lord and righteous; 

  our God is full of compassion. 
 

6
The Lord watches over the innocent; 

  I was brought low, and God saved me. 
 

7
Turn again to your rest, O my soul. 

  for the Lord has dealt well with you. 
 

8
For you have rescued my life from death, 

  my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling; 
 

9
I will walk in the presence of the Lord 

  in the land of the living.  

Second Reading                                                                                      James 3:1-12 

1
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we 

who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 
2
For all of us make many mistakes. 

Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in 
check with a bridle. 

3
If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we 

guide their whole bodies. 
4
Or look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong 

winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the 
pilot directs. 

5
So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.  

  How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 
6
And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is 

placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the 
cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 

7
For every species of beast and bird, of 

reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 
8
but no 

one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 
9
With it we bless the Lord 

and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 
10

From the 
same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 
11

Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 
12

Can a 
fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water 
yield fresh. 

*Gospel Acclamation                                                                                               Page 5 

*Gospel                                                                                                           Mark 8:27-38 

P:  The holy gospel according to Mark. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

27
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he 

asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 
28

And they answered him, “John the 
Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 

29
He asked them, “But who 

do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 
30

And he sternly ordered 
them not to tell anyone about him. 
  

31
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 

rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days 
rise again. 

32
He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 

33
But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! 

For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
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34

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 

35
For those who 

want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of 
the gospel, will save it. 

36
For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 

life? 
37

Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 
38

Those who are ashamed of me and 
of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Message                                                                                                Pastor Blair Morgan 

 Hymn of the Day:                    Just a Closer Walk With Thee                                     Page 12 

*Apostle’s Creed                                                                                                            Page 6 

*Prayers of Intercession 

P:  Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the  world, and 
all in need. 

A brief silence. 

P:  Revealing God, you have made yourself known through bread and wine,  water and 
 word. Continue to nurture your church, that it is a place where your presence is 
 experienced and shared. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

P:  Creating God, you brought life into being and called it good. Bring new creation to 
 lands devastated by tornadoes, hurricanes, floods, fires, and other disasters. 
 Restore forests and curb overflowing waters. Lord, in  your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

P:  Protecting God, you desire all people to live in peace and safety. Provide for all who 
 are in danger. Strengthen first responders to help meet to the complex needs of 
 others. Provide care and compassion as they face  trauma themselves. Lord, in 
 your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

P:  Transforming God, you announce release to the captives and freedom to the 
 oppressed. Break chains of discrimination and injustice. Amplify  voices that go 
 unheard and inspire us to advocate for the those who are overlooked. Lord, in your 
 mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 

P: Compassionate God, we pray for all those on our prayer list: Tallen  Hulvey, Brenda 
Disbrow, Beau Barrett, Mary Baker, Michael Bazilius,  Alexis Scala, Joyce Henschel, 
Caleb Johnston, Greg Mckee, Todd Costello, John Siebert, and Chuck Payne. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer. 

P:  Forming God, you gather this community together. Shape our communal life, that in 
 our prayer, praise, and worship, we honor you and encourage one another. Keep 
 our disagreements civil and increase our joy in  working together. Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 

P: Faithful God, we ask your blessing upon St. Matthew’s call committee. Give them 
insight and a spirit of enthusiasm for their work and raise up  for our people a pastor to 
lead us. Lord, in your mercy, 

C:  hear our prayer.  
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  Redeeming God, you accompany your people through every stage of life.  We give 
 you thanks for the saints who now rest in your embrace . Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

P:  Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through 
 Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

MEAL 

 Offering 

*Offertory Response                                                                                                      Page 6 

*Great Thanksgiving                                                                                               Page 7 

*Words of Institution 

*Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                Page 8 

*Lamb of God                                                                                                                 Page 8 

 Holy Communion 

 Communion Hymn:                  Let Us Break Bread Together                                     Page 11 

*Post Communion Blessing                                                                                    Page 9 

*Post Communion Canticle                                                                                           Page 9 

SENDING 

*Benediction                                                                                                                 Page 10 

*Sending Song:                                    Do Lord 

*Dismissal:               

P:  Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

*Postlude        

 

+++ 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB122803. 



6 

PRAYERS 

Prayers for Healing:  Tallen Hulvey, Brenda Disbrow, Beau Barrett, Mary Baker, Michael 
Bazilius, Alexis Scala, Joyce Henschel, Caleb Johnston, Greg Mckee, Todd Costello, John 
Siebert, and Chuck Payne. 

Altar Flowers this morning are given to the glory of God God in honor of their 58
th
 wedding 

anniversary by Tom and Loretta Thornton. 

TODAY’S WORSHIP & EVENTS 

Next Sunday, Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost, we will worship in person at 8:30 a.m. 
and 11:00 a.m., livestreaming at 8:30 a.m., with Rhythm & Blues liturgy and Holy 
Communion. 

We Welcome Pastor Blair Morgan, our supply pastor for worship this morning. He has 
previously served parishes in Maumee, OH and Pittsburgh, PA.  He also served as the 
director for Evangelical Mission in Pittsburgh with the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of 
the ELCA. 

Sunday School - Rally Day - 9:45 a.m. in the sanctuary. 

Adult Sunday School Class  will meet in the Brown Room following the 9:45 a.m. gathering. 

NEXT SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, AT ST. MATTHEW 

Next Sunday, Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost, we will worship in person at 8:30 a.m. 
and 11:00 a.m., livestreaming at 8:30 a.m., with ELW liturgy and Holy Communion. 

We Will Welcome Again Pastor Blair Morgan as our supply pastor.  

Sunday School - 9:45 a.m. 

Adult Sunday School Class - Brown Room at 9:45 a.m. 

God’s Work Our Hands - Begin with lunch at Holy Trinity, Brunswick at 12:30 p.m. Meal 
packing will begin at 1:45 p.m. at Our Saviour, Hinckley.  

Planted Flag Brewing - 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. 21 and over! Bring a friend. 

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS AVAILABLE 
FROM AN USHER UPON REQUEST. 
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Message from our Council President - As you know, we’ve been conversing with the Synod 
and they are looking for a replacement Interim Pastor for us, intending to have that individual 
at St. Matthew early in October. 

In the meantime, we will be served by supply pastors and Deacon Lindsay until a new Interim 
is named. 

Our COVID Team continues to monitor pandemic conditions in Medina, and plans to 
reevaluate our current protocols in mid-October.  Until that time the status-quo will be 
maintained unless things change significantly. 

Should this process raise any questions, please feel free to contact me by phone or email. 

LGL, Rex  

Adult Sunday School Class will meet in the Fellowship Hall this Sunday, September 12, at 
9:45 a.m.   We will begin a three-week study on The House of Women: A Feminine Presence 
Under King David's Roof.  Co-facilitators will be Judy McLaughlin and JoAnn Shade, retired 
Major in The Salvation Army and author of the book.  Please join us for an interesting and 
engaging study.  

Men’s Bible Study has returned.  Join us Tuesdays at 6:30 a.m. as we discuss the Gospel 
of John.  

The Luther Choir will rehearse on Wednesday evenings from 7:30-8:30 in the sanctuary. 

New members to the choir will be most welcome to join us. 

Card Shower - Mary Gienke will celebrate her 95
th
 birthday on September 15. We are asking 

the congregation to shower her with birthday cards and well wishes. They may be sent to her 
c/o WRMC, 4931 Nettleton Rd., Apt. 3308, Medina, OH  44256. 

Planted Flag Brewing - Sunday, September 19 - 4:00-6:00 p.m. 21 and over! Bring a friend 
and enjoy learning about and making some amazing brews.  We will brew 2-3 varieties, 
depending on time. Cost is $30, collected that evening. Includes one free beer while there 
and one free beer upon brewing completion. Sign up here: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0549a5a622a4f49-planted or in the narthex. 

Bike-a-Board - Saturday, September 25 - 10:00 a.m. - Meet at Peninsula Train Station with 
your bike, 1600 Mill Street W., Peninsula, Ohio. We will bike approximately 12 miles to Yours 
Truly restaurant in Valley View for lunch.  After lunch, we will board the Canal Exploration 
Station at 1:10 p.m. sharp! Cost to ride the train with your bike is $5 (cash preferred). Sign up 
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0549A5A622A4F49-bike or in the narthex. 

Nursery Attendant Needed - Our nursery at St. Matthew is an important service that we 
provide to our families with young children. It allows the parents the opportunity to worship 
without the disruption of their children allowing them to fully take in and participate in worship. 

We are currently looking for someone to staff the nursery. The right candidate should enjoy 
children; be willing to play with them; change diapers/help them use the toilet, etc. The 
position would involve, roughly, 4 hours each Sunday (fall through spring) and 1 ½ hours 
during the summer and is a paid position. 

If anyone in the church is interested, please contact Melody at 330-461-1149. If you know 
someone who could be a fit, please pass along my contact information for further discussion. 

Electronic Offering Updates - If anyone needs help in changing their electronic giving (ACH) 
through Vanco please feel free to contact Thaddeus Neururer 617-360-1342 or email 
at thaddeus.neururer@gmail.com.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

mailto:dlhauptman73@gmail.com
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COVID-19 PROTOCOLS  

HVAC anti-COVID air treatment / Equipment installed earlier this year 

No Singing / Restrictions Lifted 

Limiting Attendance / Restrictions Lifted 

Keep Exterior Doors Open / Restrictions Lifted 

Mask Mandate / Masks are now optional 

Fellowship After Worship / 

Casual fellowship after church is resuming 

Ropes to Encourage Social Distance / Ropes removed June 18 

Hymnals / Hymnals returned to pews June 18 

Communion / Covid protocol still in place 

Sharing of the Peace / Covid protocol still in place 

Masks and Sanitizer available / Covid protocol still in place 

THANK YOU 

A sincere thank you to all of you who have sent notes, cards, and prayers during my 
hospitalization and rehabilitation. All your kind thoughts are truly appreciated.                   
~Brenda Disbrow, parish nurse 

To Members and Friends of St. Matthew, 

We were truly touched by the love shown to us on our last Sunday at St. Matthew. The many 
expressions of appreciation and gifts will always be cherished! Blessings to you all. Until we 
meet again! 

In Christ, Pastor Bill and Sue Diehm 

WORSHIP SERVANTS 

Date September 12 September 12 September 19 September 19 

Service 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Song Leader Jenny Naida Jenny Naida -- -- 

Reader Sandy Andrews 
LaVonne 

Hauptman 
  

Ushers Bruce Reed 
Todd & Melody 

Costello 
Bruce Reed  

Communion 
Servers 

Sandy Andrews 
Melody 
Costello 

  

Sound Joe Obermeier 
Mike & Alex 
Holthouse 

Larry Mohler Larry Mohler 

Video Brian Harris Brian Harris Rex Rickly Rex Rickly 

Altar Guild Becky Malloy 
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St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church Staff 

The Rev. William Diehm Interim Pastor 
Deacon Lindsay Bailey Director of LGL Ministries 
John Burke Organist 
Deb Musil Office Administrator 
Joyce Davis Custodian 
Brenda Disbrow Parish Nurse 
Nancy McNeal Luther Choir Director 
Heather Rohde Youth Worship Music Director 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM 

Friday 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM 

Finance Report for July and Year-to-Date 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

St. Matthew had the following revenue 
and expenses for July. 

 
                                        Month of     Year-to-Date 
                                       July 2021                 July 2021 
Total Revenue                          $   40,675.42 $   217,030.83 
Total Expenses                          $   27,734.43 $   209,213.65 
Net Operating Revenue                 $   12,940.99 $       7,817.18 
     Net Other                                     $         14.78         $          118.18  
Net Revenue                                 $  12,955.77         $        7,935.36 


