
1st Sunday of Advent 

November 28, 2021 

Luke 21:25-36 

 

Be alert...at all times! 

 

When I was first learning how to drive, my parents would always tell me to pay attention.  

 

After a few months of being behind the wheel, I asked my father why he insisted on saying this so often. 

Couldn’t he see that I was a very capable and undistracted driver? His reply: 

 

“When I say pay attention, I don’t just mean to what you are doing, but to what everyone else on the 

road is doing. To be a good driver, you have to be able to anticipate the driving of those around you at all 

times.” 

 

“How wise,” I thought to myself at 15.5 years old - especially coming from the same guy who told me on 

my first day of driving that the stop signs with white borders were optional - a joke, of course. All stop 

signs have white borders. (Good one, dad.) 

 

In today’s passage from Luke’s gospel, Jesus tells us to be alert at all times, or, in other words, to pay 

attention, so as to not miss the signs he will give while we wait for his coming in glory.  

 

Advent, which literally means “arrival” or “coming”, is a season of anticipating the arrival of the greatest 

gift this world has ever known.  

 

To be an Advent people, we must pay attention and keep watch for the ways that God continuously 

shows up in our lives and in our relationships with one another. While the world will soon be caught up 

in the hustle and bustle that this time of year brings, we have the choice to alert ourselves to the true 

reason for this season: the birth of the One who changes everything for everyone once and for all - 

Jesus, the Messiah - the way, the truth, and the life. 

 

Prayer: Father in Heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in us the gift of your Holy Spirit. Alert us to your 

presence as we enter this Advent season. Help us to keep watch for the ways you make yourself known, 

and guide our minds and our hearts to anticipate the good news that only you can bring. Amen.  

 

 

Deacon Lindsay Bailey 
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