
  

“Living God’s Love” 
St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church 
400 North Broadway Street  Medina, Ohio 44256  

330-725-8885  office@stmatthewmedina.org 

www.stmatthewmedina.org 

Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost 

Reformation Sunday 

October 31, 2021 

8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 

ELW Liturgy 

For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 

works prescribed by the law.                                   Romans 3:28 
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GATHERING 

* Please stand as you are able. 

 

  Welcome and Announcements 

  Prelude               

*Confession & Forgiveness 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩  one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is 
sure, and whose love is endless. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P:  God, our comforter, 
C:  like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us from our sin, gracious 
God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love our 
neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 

P:  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, 
God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

C:  Amen. 

*Gathering Song                      A Mighty Fortress is Our God                                     No. 504  

*Greeting  

*Prayer of the Day  

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church 
in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast 
in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all 
enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen.  

Children’s Sermon                                                                                  Pastor Betti Hazelton 

WORD 

  First Reading                                                                              Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 

32
It will not be like the covenant that I made with 

their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 

33
But this is the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put 
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. 

34
No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the 

Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for 
I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
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Psalm                                                                                                                Psalm 46 
1
God is our refuge and strength, 

  a very present help in trouble. 
 

2
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 

  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 

3
though its waters rage and foam, 

  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 

4
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 

5
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 

  God shall help it at the break of day. 
 

6
The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 

  God speaks, and the earth melts away. 
 

7
The Lord of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 

8
Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 

  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 

9
behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 

  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 

10
“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 

11
The Lord of hosts is with us; 

  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.   

Second Reading                                                                                Romans 3:19-28 
19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 
20

For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for 
through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
  

21
But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 

attested by the law and the prophets, 
22

the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 

23
since all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God; 
24

they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, 

25
whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, 

effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 

26
it was to prove at the 

present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in 
Jesus. 
  

27
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, 

but by the law of faith. 
28

For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works 
prescribed by the law. 

*Gospel                                                                                                         John 8:31-36 

P:  The holy gospel according to John. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
31

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are 
truly my disciples; 

32
and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 

33
They 

answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. 
What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  

34
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 

sin. 
35

The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place 
there forever. 

36
So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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 Sermon                                                                                              Pastor Betti Hazelton 

 Hymn of the Day                     Rise, O Sun of Righteousness                                     No. 657 

*Apostle’s Creed  (8:30)  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was  conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge  the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.  

*Affirmation of Baptism (11:00)                                                                       ELW Page 234                                                        

*Prayers of Intercession 

P:  Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for all 
 of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

 P:  We pray for all who long for a word of truth and for the radical grace that flows from the 
 cross. Inspire congregations to freely and boldly proclaim your love for all people  with 
 persistence and hope. Hear us, O God. 

 C:  Your mercy is great. 

P:  We pray for your creation, for mountains, rivers, streams, cities, homesteads, and 
 neighborhoods. Write in our hearts a new love and care for creation. Give us the  will 
 to curb wasteful habits and to hold accountable those who neglect the vulnerable. Hear 
 us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 

P:  We pray for all who aspire to public office and for all who will vote on Tuesday at local 
 polling places. Pour wisdom and understanding upon all who govern so that 
 communities of justice and peace may thrive. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 

P: We pray for all who long for healing in mind, body, or spirit especially Jen Knaggs, 
Steve Combs, Jim Frame, John Siebert, Jerry Spears, Brenda Disbrow, Mary Baker, 
Alexis Scala, Joyce Henschel, Greg McKee, and Ed Berchert. Strengthen hospitals, 
clinics, counseling centers, nursing homes, and recovery centers to be holy spaces of 
renewal that all might live the abundant life you intend. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

P:  We pray for all who seek to grow in faith and love of you. Guide teaching and learning 
 in confirmation, small groups, Sunday school, youth groups, schools, seminaries, and 
 universities. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
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P: Be with us as we look to the future of our Transitional Housing ministry. Guide us and 
help us to be open to your voice as we discern how we will continue to offer help to 
those in need. Hear us, O God.  

C:  Your mercy is great. 

P:  We ask your blessing upon St. Matthew’s Call Committee. Give them insight and a 
 spirit of enthusiasm for their work and raise up for our  people a pastor to help lead us. 
 Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  We give thanks for all the saints and reformers who have gone before us who dwell in 
 your holy habitation. Give us courage through their example  to challenge unjust 
 systems and work toward life-giving reformation. Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 

P:  Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands; 
 through Jesus Christ, our truth and life. 
C:  Amen.  

*Peace: The peace will be an acknowledgement with your neighbor of God’s reconciling love 
by nod or bow.  

MEAL 

 Offertory                                              Only God (8:30)                                         Luther Choir 
                                                       Mary McDonald 

 Offering Prayer 

P:  God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain 
from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering 
of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

*Great Thanksgiving 

*Eucharistic Prayer 

*Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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*Invitation to Communion 

P:  All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready.   

 Communion Hymn                            We Eat the Bread of Teaching                           No. 518 

*Table Blessing 

*Prayer after Communion 

P:  Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of 
salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of 
your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

SENDING 

  Blessing 

*Sending Song:                           The Church of Christ, in Every Age                                      No. 729 

*Dismissal              

P:  Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

*Postlude        

+++ 

Call Committee Update 

Greetings. The Ministry Site Profile has been activated!  The Call Committee met on 
October 12, with Pastor Mitch Phillips, Assistant to the Bishop.  We reviewed the next steps 
and process to prepare for and interview candidates.  Pastor Mitch and the Bishop 
reviewed our Profile and have reached out to a few possible candidates.  

Continue to keep us in your prayers as the Call Committee moves to this next important 
phase of interviewing. We are anxious to share the vision for our church and to let the Holy 
Spirit work as we Call a new pastor.  

Thank you for your support.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact any of us. 

Your Faithful Servants, 
Jill Heck, Chair 
Christy Gabler, Vice-Chair 
Troy Gerspacher, Liaison to Executive Council 
Todd Costello, Liaison to Congregation 
Jenn Knaggs, Prayer Warrior and Devotional Leader 
Kate Ilg, Historian & Scribe 
John Burke and Aaron Reising, Technology 
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PRAYERS 

Prayers for Healing:  Jen Knaggs, Steve Combs, Jim Frame, John Siebert, Jerry Spears, 
Brenda Disbrow, Mary Baker, Alexis Scala, Joyce Henschel, Greg Mckee, and Ed Berchert.  

Altar Flowers this morning are given to the glory of God. 

TODAY’S WORSHIP & EVENTS 

Today, Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost- Reformation Sunday, we worship in 
person at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. with ELW liturgy and communion, livestreaming at both 
services. 

We Welcome Pastor Elizabeth Hazelton as our supply pastor.  

Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) at 11:00 a.m. Reception for confirmands at 9:45 
a.m. 

Youth Sunday School - 9:45 a.m. in the Brown Room. 

NEXT SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7, AT ST. MATTHEW 

Next Sunday, All Saints Sunday, we will worship in person at 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. with 
ELW liturgy and communion, livestreaming at 8:30 a.m. 

We Will Welcome  Pastor Bernie Dougherty as our Supply Pastor.  

Youth Sunday School - 9:45 a.m. in the Brown Room. 

Adult Sunday School - 9:45 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

Small Groups - Foundry Social Event at 1:00 p.m. 333 Foundry Street, Medina, in the “Big 
Room”.  

WORSHIP SERVANTS 

Date October 31 October 31 November 7 November 7 

Service 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 8:30 a.m. 11:00 a.m. 

Acolyte  Addy Shook  Marin Gerspacher 

Reader Adam Scheid Jenna Malloy   

Ushers Bruce Reed 
Jeremy, Christy, 
Jesse & Jacob 

Gabler 
  

Communion 

Servers 
Nancy McNeal Melody Costello  Melody Costello 

Sound Larry Mohler Larry Mohler Joe Obermeier 
Mike & Alex 

Holthouse 

Video Rex Rickly Owen Blakslee Owen Blakslee -- 

Altar Guild                   Nancy McNeal                                  Louise Cadwallader 
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COVID-19 PROTOCOLS  

Mask Mandate / Masks optional, but recommended 

HVAC anti-COVID air treatment / Equipment installed earlier this year 

No Singing / Restrictions Lifted 

Limiting Attendance / Restrictions Lifted 

Keep Exterior Doors Open / Restrictions Lifted 

Fellowship After Worship / Casual fellowship after church is resuming 

Ropes to Encourage Social Distance / Ropes removed June 18 

Hymnals / Hymnals returned to pews June 18 

Communion / Covid protocol still in place 

Sharing of the Peace / Covid protocol still in place 

Masks and Sanitizer available / Covid protocol still in place 

Help Needed at St. Matthew 
Video Help Needed - This past year, our video ministry has become more important than 
ever. It has allowed St. Matthew to livestream worship services so we could all still worship 
together. As with all ministries in our community of faith, it takes volunteers to make it hap-
pen. We are seeking a few more volunteers who would be willing to help with the recording of 
our services on Sunday mornings. Please contact Lisa Burke or Melody Costello from Com-
munication Evangelism or Brian Harris or Owen Blakslee, who can answer all your questions.   

Seeking Nursery Volunteers - Our nursery at St. Matthew is an important service that we 
provide to our families with young children. It allows the parents the opportunity to worship 
without the disruption of their children allowing them to fully take in and participate in worship. 
As we continue to search for a full-time person (or 2 part-time people) to staff the nursery, we 
are looking for volunteers to be present with our younger members during worship and Sun-
day School in the nursery. In the interim, member Corey Neururer has agreed to help during 
Sunday School and the 11:00 a.m. service. If you would be interested in helping, please con-
tact Melody at 330-461-1149. 

Nursery Attendant Needed - Our nursery at St. Matthew is an important service that we pro-
vide to our families with young children. It allows the parents the opportunity to worship with-
out the disruption of their children allowing them to fully take in and participate in worship. 

We are currently looking for one full-time person (or 2 part-time) to staff the nursery. The right 
candidate should enjoy children; be willing to play with them; change diapers/help them use 
the toilet, etc. The position would involve, roughly, 4 hours each Sunday (fall through spring) 
and 1 ½ hours during the summer and is a paid position. 

If anyone in the church is interested, please contact Melody at 330-461-1149. If you know 
someone who could be a fit, please pass along my contact information for further discussion. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Christmas Cookie Exchange - Small Groups will have their annual cookie exchange 
Sunday, December 5 after the late service. Soup and salad will be served. Each person is 
asked to bring three dozen cookies to share. Watch for more details in coming weeks. 

Address Change - Shirley Hodek’s new address is 5467 Holister Drive., #101, Westerville, 
Ohio 34081. 

Electronic Offering Updates - If anyone needs help in changing their electronic giving (ACH) 
through Vanco please feel free to contact Thaddeus Neururer 617-360-1342 or email 
at thaddeus.neururer@gmail.com.   

Letter from Social Concerns 
Re: Transitional Housing 

Dear fellow St. Matthew members, 
 

The Social Concerns team is reaching out to the congregation to gather thoughts and input 
regarding the future of our Transitional Housing Ministry. The ministry will be undergoing 
some changes in the near future with the retirement of Jim Frame, our long time Director of 
Transitional Housing. We, as a congregation, will need to decide how we want to move 
forward with this ministry in the future. 
 

Members from the Social Concerns team will be hosting several discussion groups, both in 
person and via Zoom, to gather your thoughts and input, as well as answer any questions 
you may have.   
 

Listed below are the dates and times of our scheduled discussion groups. Please call or 
email Deb in the office at 330-725-8885 or office@stmatthewmedina.org to register to attend 
one of the meetings.  If you are unable to attend any of the sessions, please let Deb know 
and a member of the Social Concerns Ministry team will contact you about other options. 
 

*Tuesday November 9th at 2pm via Zoom (Link will be sent to registrants) 
 

*Wednesday November 10th at 7pm via Zoom (Link will be sent to registrants) 
 

*Sunday November 14th at 9:45am between services in the Fellowship Hall 
         (There is no need to preregister for this session.) 
 

*Monday November 15th at 7pm via Zoom (Link will be sent to registrants) 
 

You can also access a Zoom meeting by calling the phone number included with the 
emailed Zoom meeting information which allows you to participate with audio if you don’t 
have internet access or a Zoom account.  
 

Thank you in advance for your participation in this important step in the process of 
discerning how St. Matthew will continue our ministry of helping those in need of transitional 
housing. 
 

LGL 
The Social Concerns Ministry Team 

mailto:dlhauptman73@gmail.com
mailto:office@stmatthewmedina.org
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St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church Staff 

Deacon Lindsay Bailey Director of LGL Ministries 
John Burke Organist 
Deb Musil Office Administrator 
Joyce Davis Custodian 
Brenda Disbrow Parish Nurse 
Nancy McNeal Luther Choir Director 
Heather Rohde Youth Worship Music Director 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday-Thursday 9:00 AM - 3:30 PM 

Friday 9:00 AM - 12:30 PM 

Finance Report for September and Year-to-Date 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

St. Matthew had the following revenue 
and expenses for September. 

 
                                          Month of              Year-to-Date 
                                     September 2021           September 2021 
Total Revenue                          $   39,373.96  $   289,552.57 
Total Expenses                          $   31,953.28  $   270,358.43 
Net Operating Revenue                 $     7,420.68  $     19,194.11 
     Net Other                                     $          14.78               $          147.74  
Net Revenue                                 $     7,435.46         $     19,341.85 


