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GATHERING 
* Please stand as you are able. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 Prelude                                                      

 Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P:  Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
      let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 Water may be poured into the font 

 as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

P:  We thank you, risen Christ, 
      for these waters where you make us new, 
      leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
      We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
      in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
      like rains to our thirsting earth, 
      like streams that revive our souls, 
      like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
      Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
      Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
      Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
      Make us one, risen Christ. 
      Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 
      To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, 
      in the glory of God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 

*Gathering Song:                       I’ve Got Peace Like a River                        arr. by John Burke          

*Greeting  

*Prayer of the Day  

Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful 
name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your 
beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Children’s Sermon                                                                                Pastor Bill Diehm                                

 
WORD 

 First Reading                                                                             Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
15

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one 
hundred twenty persons) and said, 

16
“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 

Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested 
Jesus—

17
for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 

21
So one 

of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 
among us, 

22
beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from 

us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 
23

So they proposed two, 
Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 

24
Then they prayed 

and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have 
chosen 

25
to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to 

go to his own place.” 
26

And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was 
added to the eleven apostles. 
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 Psalm                                                                                                                            Psalm 1 

 
1
Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 

  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
 

2
Their delight is in the law of the Lord, 

  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night. 
 

3
They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves  

       that do not wither; 
  everything they do shall prosper. 
 

4
It is not so with the wicked; 

  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 

5
Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 

  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 

6
For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 

  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.   

 Second Reading                                                                                     1 John 5:9-13 
9
If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony of 

God that he has testified to his Son. 
10

Those who believe in the Son of God have the 
testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not 
believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 

11
And this is the 

testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
12

Whoever has the Son has 
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
  

13
I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may 

know that you have eternal life. 

*Gospel                                                                                                                  John 17:6-19 

P:  The holy gospel according to John. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus prayed:] 
6
“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 

world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 
7
Now 

they know that everything you have given me is from you; 
8
for the words that you gave to 

me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from 
you; and they have believed that you sent me. 

9
I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking 

on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 
10

All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 
11

And now I 
am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 
protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are 
one. 

12
While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me. I 

guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the 
scripture might be fulfilled. 

13
But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the 

world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 
14

I have given them 
your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I 
do not belong to the world. 

15
I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask 

you to protect them from the evil one. 
16

They do not belong to the world, just as I do not 
belong to the world. 

17
Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 

18
As you have sent me 

into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 
19

And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so 
that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Sermon                                                                                                    Pastor Bill Diehm 

 Hymn of the Day:                       This Little Light of Mine                            arr. by John Burke                  
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*Apostle’s Creed 

*Prayers of Intercession 

P: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 
who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

P: Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete. Root the church in 
 your Word and unify us as Christ’s body. Send us into the world as your loving people, 
 ready to testify to your Spirit at work. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative impulse. Seas teem 
 with life, forests reach up to praise you, and the mystery of life lies deep in the soil. 
 Guard and keep this world for the well-being of all your creatures. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Gracious Sovereign, those who follow your ways are like trees planted near streams of 
 water. Establish the leaders of nations and all in authority in your grace and truth. 
 Strengthen them, so that the people they serve will have abundant life. Hear us, O 
 God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Generous Savior, you befriend those who are sick, suffering, poor, lonely, outcast, 
rejected, or sick. Grant healing and love to all in need, especially Greg McKee, Emma 
Gierhart, Tom Davis, Bill Heck, Jim Apana, Lloyd Madis, Deacon Lindsay, and Chuck 
Payne. Give them tangible signs of your steadfast love. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Creator God, here in this community we share the gift of praying, learning, and 
 supporting one another. Give us thankful hearts as we claim the gifts that are unique to 
 us and keep us from being envious of others with different gifts. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P: Risen Lord, we ask your blessing upon St. Matthew’s call committee. Give them insight 
and a spirit of enthusiasm for their work and raise up for our people a pastor to lead us. 
Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P: Saving God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus. Through the 
 witness of those who have died in you, strengthen us now in this gift of life. We cherish 
the memory of your saints. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

P: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-
ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

*Peace: The peace will be an acknowledgement with your neighbor of God’s reconciling love 
by nod or bow.  

 

MEAL 

 Offertory           
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 Offering Prayer 

P: God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
 Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 
 Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
 for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
C:  Amen. 

*Great Thanksgiving 

*Eucharistic Prayer 

*Lord’s Prayer  

*Invitation to Communion 

P:  The risen Christ invites us to this table. 
           Come, eat, and be satisfied 

 Communion Hymn:  Let Us Break Bread Together    arr. by John Burke                 

*Table Blessing 

*Prayer after Communion 

P:  Wellspring of joy, 
      through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
      Satisfy the hunger still around us, 
      and send us as joyful witnesses, 
      that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
      through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 

SENDING 

*Blessing 

*Sending Song:                                   Revive Us Again                               arr. by John Burke            

*Dismissal:               

P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P:  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

*Postlude        
 
 
  

 
Thank you for observing our protocols for gathering this Sunday. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB122803. 
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PRAYERS 

Prayers for Healing:  Greg McKee, Emma Gierhart, Tom Davis, Bill Heck, Jim Apana, Lloyd 

Madis, Deacon Lindsay, and Chuck Payne. 

Altar Flowers this morning are given to the glory of God in celebration of their 64
th
 wedding 

anniversary on May 24 by Gary and Sandy Kelling. With God’s help we made it. Looking 
forward to next year. 

Altar Flowers this morning are given to the glory of God in celebration of Kacey Costello’s 

graduation from the Medina County Career Center with a certification in DMT and her Medina 

High School graduation. We are so proud of you and can’t wait to see you achieve your 

dreams. Love, Mom, Dad, and Emily. 

TODAY’S WORSHIP & EVENTS 

Today, the Seventh Sunday of Easter, we worship in person and online at 9:00 a.m. with 

Rhythm & Blues hymns. 

Pastor’s Book Study at 10:15 a.m. in the fellowship hall and via Zoom. “The Nones” by Ryan 

Burge 

Parking Lot Communion at 10:15 a.m. 

NEXT SUNDAY, MAY 23, AT ST. MATTHEW 

Next Sunday, Day of Pentecost, we will worship in person and online at 9:00 a.m. with 

Praise hymns. 

Pastor’s Book Study at 10:15 a.m. in the fellowship hall and via Zoom. “The Nones” by Ryan 

Burge 

Parking Lot Communion at 10:15 a.m. 
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Pastor’s New Book Study - Sunday mornings, May 9- 30, 2021, 10:15. In Person and Zoom.  

The Nones by Ryan P. Burge.  Books can be purchased from Amazon, Walmart, or 

Target ($17.75).  “The Nones gives readers a nuanced, accurate, and meaningful picture of 

the growing number of Americans who say they have no religious affiliation. Burge explains 

how this rise happened, who the nones are, and what they mean for the future of the 

American religion.” 

Parish Nurse - I will resume blood pressure screening on a limited basis at this time. My 

office hours are Tuesdays, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon. If you would like to contact me, we 

could schedule a visit in the church office. Masks, hand washing, etc. would apply.  Please 

call the church at 330-725-8885 on Tuesday to schedule. Thank you, Brenda Disbrow, Parish 

Nurse 

Vacation Bible School Registration -  This year St. Matthew will be holding a shortened and 

abridged VBS for children who recently completed Preschool through 5
th
 grade.  During the 

week of June 21-25, VBS will be held outside at St. Matthew from 9:30-11:00 a.m. (Inclement 

weather plans are being developed with safe distancing practices in mind.)  This year’s theme 

is “On Earth As In Heaven” and will center around the different petitions of the Lord’s Prayer. 

Due to Covid protocols, registration will be capped at 24 children!  Social distancing 

measures will be observed and masks will be required. All registrations must be received 

by June 4. Register at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSemOEf- 

8mkLCNvGOTxgXPTx0Qg8sfnvIZFwLi4SdvZA0a31HQ/viewform 

Video Upgrade Project - Help fund our video upgrade for high-definition streaming. Please 

make checks payable to St. Matthew Lutheran Church with Video Upgrade on the memo line. 

They can be mailed to or dropped off at the church.  

Anyone entering St. Matthew's Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall can breath easy: Thanks 

to the good efforts of our Property Team, including Troy Gerspacher, and Tom and Joyce 

Davis, St Matthew now has installed and functioning Anti-Covid air treatment units on the 

Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall HVAC systems.  What this means is that any pathogens in the 

HVAC air will be reduced if not eliminated, further improving the safety of our in-person 

worship.  

Visit Stmatthewmedina.org: The new home page for our website is dynamic, user friendly 

and reflects the signs of the season.  Relive the beauty of the sanctuary on Easter Sunday by 

visiting the home page.  Scroll down to the bottom of the page and see the most recent 

important announcements for the week.  An addition to the website this week is the new Call 

Committee page that can be found under the About tab.  To stay updated on the progress of 

the Call process check back on a regular basis.   

Electronic Offering Updates - If anyone needs help in changing their electronic giving (ACH) 

through Vanco please feel free to contact Dean Hauptman 216-280-7472 or email 

at dlhauptman73@gmail.com.   

Pierstorf Memorial Loan Fund - provides interest-free loans to Lutheran students who are or 

will be enrolled full time in a four-year undergraduate program at any accredited college or 

university. This year, the maximum interest-free loan is $3,000 for the school year. For 

information, visit www.Pierstorf.org and complete the 2021-2022 application. Applications 

open April 15, 2021 and close June 30, 2021. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

mailto:dlhauptman73@gmail.com
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As We Begin to hold In-Person meetings again … 

 

Remember to: 

 
 

 Observe Social Distancing 

 Wear Face Masks 

 Clean Surfaces After Your Meeting 

 Notify the Office to Update the Calendar 

Hope Recovery Community’s Memorial Day Garage Sale is coming up May 29-31.  They 

are now collecting donations and will pick up your stuff! Text or call 330-321-9077 for more 

information or to schedule a donation pick up.  
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WORSHIP SERVANTS 

Date May 16 May 23 

Service 9:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. 

Song Leader Jenny Naida Heather Rohde 

Reader Melody Costello  

Ushers 
Cindy Rickly 
Bruce Reed 

 

Communion 
Assistants 

Melody Costello  

Sound Larry Mohler Larry Mohler 

Video Rex Rickly Owen Blakslee 

Altar Guild Helen Graf, Mary Dunham, & Becky Malloy 
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St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church Staff 

The Rev. William Diehm Interim Pastor 
Deacon Lindsay Bailey Director of LGL Ministries 
John Burke Organist 
Deb Musil Office Administrator 
Joyce Davis Custodian 
Brenda Disbrow Parish Nurse 
Sue Gircsis Nursery Attendant 
Nancy McNeal Luther Choir Director 
Heather Rohde Youth Worship Music Director 

Finance Report for April and Year-to-Date 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

St. Matthew had the following revenue 

and expenses for April. 

 

                                        Month of               Year-to-Date 

                                       April 2021                   April 2021 

Total Revenue                          $      38,070.70   $    125,779.51 

Total Expenses                         $      31,659.69   $    118,453.53 

Net Operating Revenue                 $        6,411.01   $        7,325.98 

     Net Other                                    $              --              $             59.07  

Net Revenue                                $        6,411.01        $        7,385.05 


