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GATHERING 
* Please stand as you are able. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 Prelude                                                      

 Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P:  Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
      let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 Water may be poured into the font 

 as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

P:  We thank you, risen Christ, 
      for these waters where you make us new, 
      leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
      We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
      in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
      like rains to our thirsting earth, 
      like streams that revive our souls, 
      like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
      Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
      Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
      Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
      Make us one, risen Christ. 
      Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 
      To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, 
      in the glory of God, now and forever. 
C:  Amen. 

*Gathering Song:                         We Know That Christ Is Raised                                          No. 449 

*Greeting  

*Prayer of the Day  

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life 
in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Children’s Sermon                                                                                         Pastor Bill Diehm 
 

WORD 
 First Reading                                                                                                  Acts 8:26-40 

26
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down 

from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 
27

So he got up and went. Now there was 
an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her 
entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 

28
and was returning home; seated in his 

chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 
29

Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this 
chariot and join it.” 

30
So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, 

“Do you understand what you are reading?” 
31

He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides 
me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 

32
Now the passage of the scripture that 

he was reading was this:  
 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 



3 

   so he does not open his mouth. 
 

33
In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

  Who can describe his generation? 
   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself 
or about someone else?” 

35
Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he 

proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 
36

As they were going along the road, they came to 
some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?” 

38
He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went 

down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 
39

When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of 
the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 

40
But 

Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good 
news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 Psalm                                                                                   Psalm 22:25-31 
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From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord. 
 

26
The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 

  Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts live forever! 
 

27
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; 

  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
 

28
For dominion belongs to the Lord, 

  who rules over the nations. 
 

29
Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 

  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the Lord. 
    30

Their descendants shall serve the Lord, 
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
 

31
They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 

  saying to them, “The Lord has acted!” 

 Second Reading                                                                                                  1 John 4:7-21 
7
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 

and knows God. 
8
Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 

9
God’s love was 

revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through 
him. 

10
In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. 
11

Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 
12

No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in 
us. 
  

13
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 

14
And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 

15
God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 

16
So we 

have known and believe the love that God has for us.  
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 

17
Love has 

been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as 
he is, so are we in this world. 

18
There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has 

to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 
19

We love because 
he first loved us. 

20
Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for 

those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have 
not seen. 

21
The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their 

brothers and sisters also. 

 *Gospel                                                                                                                               John 15:1-8 

P:  The holy gospel according to John. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
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[Jesus said:] 
1
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 

2
He removes every branch in 

me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 
3
You 

have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 
4
Abide in me as I abide in you. 

Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless 
you abide in me. 

5
I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 

much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 
6
Whoever does not abide in me is thrown 

away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 
7
If 

you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. 

8
My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.” 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Sermon                                                                                                                Pastor Bill Diehm 

 Hymn of the Day:                              Alleluia! Jesus is Risen!                                                 No. 377 

*Apostle’s Creed 

*Prayers of Intercession 

P:  Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

P:  God of all fruitfulness, you abide in your church and your church abides in you. Cleanse us by 
your word and give yourself to the whole church on earth so that it bears fruit and witnesses to 
your love. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

P:  You have created the heavens and the earth. As we wonder at the beauty of creation, may we 
seek vital connections among all that depends on the earth for life. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

P:  You rule the nations with justice and love. Give the leaders of the earth assurance of your 
abiding presence, that they lead not by fear but with love for those they are called to serve. 
Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

P:  You have loved us so that we can love others. We pray for all in need of your love: those who 
are poor, lowly, outcast, weak, or fearful. Provide for the needs of all especially Bill Heck, 
Debbie Dewey, Joyce Henschel, Melanie Minen, Jim Apana, Bob Lentz, Lloyd Madis, Deacon 
Lindsay, and Chuck Payne. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

P:  Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our community in our life together and 
give us vigor as a people of faith. In the midst of challenges and opportunities, fill us anew 
with you Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

P:  You gather us with all the saints by the power of your Spirit. With them, may our hearts live 
forever in your keeping. Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great. 

P:  In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

*Peace: The peace will be an acknowledgement with your neighbor of God’s reconciling love by nod 
or bow.  
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MEAL 

 Offertory           

 Offering Prayer 

P:  God of love, 
 you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
 Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 
 Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
 for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
C:  Amen. 

*Great Thanksgiving 

*Eucharistic Prayer 

*Lord’s Prayer  

*Invitation to Communion 

P:  The risen Christ invites us to this table. 
           Come, eat, and be satisfied 

 Communion Hymn                          I Received the Living God                                               No. 477 

*Table Blessing 

*Prayer after Communion 

P:  Wellspring of joy, 
      through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
      Satisfy the hunger still around us, 
      and send us as joyful witnesses, 
      that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
      through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

 

SENDING 

*Blessing 

Follow directions for sending song outside on front lawn. 

*Sending Song:                        Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ                                      No. 674 

    1 Let us talents and tongues employ, 
 reaching out with a shout of joy: 
 bread is broken, the wine is poured, 
 Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 
 

Refrain 
 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
 Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
 pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
 

2 Christ is able to make us one, 
 at the table he sets the tone, 
 teaching people to live to bless, 
 love in word and in deed express.  Refrain 
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3 Jesus calls us in, sends us out 
 bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 
 gives us love to tell, bread to share: 
 God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere!  Refrain 

 
Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929 Text © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission        

*Dismissal:               

P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P:  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

*Postlude        
 
 
  

 
Thank you for observing our protocols for gathering this Sunday. 

 
 
 
 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB122803. 
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PRAYERS 

Prayers for Healing:  Bill Heck, Debbie Dewey, Joyce Henschel, Melanie Minen, Jim Apana, Bob 

Lentz, Lloyd Madis, Deacon Lindsay, and Chuck Payne. 

Altar Flowers this morning are given to the glory of God in honor of Esther Svoboda’s 85
th 

birthday 

with love from her family and thankfulness for her life. 
 

TODAY’S WORSHIP & EVENTS 

Today, the Fifth Sunday of Easter - we will worship in person and online at 9:00 a.m. with ELW 

hymns. 

Combined Adult/Youth Sunday School Class at 10:15 a.m. in the fellowship hall and via Zoom. 

Forum discussion on the post-Covid church. 

Parking Lot Communion at 10:15 a.m. 
 

NEXT SUNDAY, MAY 9, AT ST. MATTHEW 

Next Sunday, Sixth Sunday of Easter, we will worship in person and online at 9:00 a.m. with 

Rhythm & Blues hymns. 

Pastor’s Book Study at 10:15 a.m. in the fellowship hall and via Zoom. “The Nones” by Ryan Burge 

Parking Lot Communion at 10:15 a.m. 

WORSHIP SERVANTS 

Date May 2 May 9 

Service 9:00 a.m. 9:00 a.m. 

Song Leader Nancy McNeal  

Reader Deacon Lindsay  

Ushers 
Melody Costello 
Todd Costello 
Kacey Costello 

 

Communion 
Assistants 

Melody Costello  

Sound Larry Mohler Larry Mohler 

Video Rex Rickly Owen Blakslee 

Altar Guild Helen Graf 
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NEWS FROM THE CALL COMMITTEE 
 

April 23, 2021 

 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 

Greetings from the Call Committee!  We know that you have been hearing our committee mentioned 
in the prayers that you may keep us in your thoughts and pray for our efforts in this process to call a 
new pastor to the ministry of St. Matthew.  We are following a 9-step process as outlined by the 
ELCA on the Call Process.  Happy to report that we have checked off the first 3 steps!  As a team, 
we are working through step 4, which is one of the more involved and timely processes.  Let’s rein-
troduce you to the Call Committee and the roles that we have taken within the group: 

 

Jill Heck - Chairperson 

Christy Gabler - Vice Chairperson 

Kate Ilg - Historian / Ice breakers 

Troy Gerspacher - Liaison to Executive Council 
Todd Costello - Liaison to the congregation 

Jen Knaggs - Prayer Warrior / Devotions 

Aaron Reising - Technology 

John Burke - Technology 

 

We thought we might share with you part of the language we are using to guide and perform this du-
ty of “calling” a new pastor to St. Matthew.   
 

What is a Call? 

The Call Process is NOT a pageant in which contestants present themselves to their best advantage 
so they will be the winners.  The Lutheran Call Process is unique because it is an effort to discern 
what God wants for the local church and for the whole Church in order that the Gospel may be pro-
claimed and the sacraments administered in accordance with the Gospel.  The Call Committee, the 
Council, and eventually the entire congregation participate fully in the process.  In the Call Process 
the Bishop, the Congregation, and prospective pastor work together with the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit to bring about a new partnership that is faithful to the Gospel, empowers the local church in its 
ministry, and strengthens the whole Church as people of God. 
 

The Call Committee, with input from the congregation, and approval by the council, puts together a 
ministry site profile [MSP] which states the congregation’s reason for being, its mission, and the 
needed leadership skills and gifts of a pastor to work with them toward that mission. 

At this point, we have had introductory and kickoff meetings with Pastor Bill and with the assistant to 
the Bishop, Pastor Karl Bierman.  We have also gathered multiple documents for review and dis-
cernment.  They include the Pastoral Search Survey from 2020, the Transition Task Force Sum-
mary, and additional support documents from the NEO Synod office on NEO church demographics, 
the call process, and the MSP. 
 

Our goal is to be as transparent as we are able without jeopardizing the level of confidentiality we 
have been entrusted with.  We hope to bring you good news as we reach milestones in this process 
and continue to ask for your prayers, patience, and support.  If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at tmc1168@gmail.com or 330-391-1309. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

Todd Costello 

2021 Call Committee - Liaison to the congregation 

mailto:tmc1168@gmail.com
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Combined Adult/Youth Sunday School Class - Today at 10:15 a.m. in the fellowship hall and via 

Zoom.  Forum discussion on the post-Covid church. 

Operation HOMES Meals - Thank you so much to everyone who provided meals for our Operation 

HOMES guests this past week.  Your generosity is very much appreciated.  Looking ahead, our next 

week will be June 7 to June 13.  

Pastor’s New Book Study - Sunday mornings, May 9- 30, 2021, 10:15. In Person and Zoom.  The 

Nones by Ryan P. Burge.  Books can be purchased from Amazon, Walmart, or Target ($17.75).  

“The Nones gives readers a nuanced, accurate, and meaningful picture of the growing number of 

Americans who say they have no religious affiliation. Burge explains how this rise happened, who 

the nones are, and what they mean for the future of the American religion.” 

The Five Star Ministry structure at St. Matthew has served us well for many years.  As the website 

team evaluated how St. Matthew is viewed by both members and guests, it became apparent that it 

might be time for a change.  A task force has been formed to consider our goals for the future and 

what structure for ministry will best meet the needs of St. Matthew.  Anyone in the congregation who 

might be interested in taking a deep dive into our ministry areas and finding an excellent new 

composition for lay leadership is welcome to join this effort.  The new task force will be meeting for 

the first time on Wednesday, May 5, at 8:00 p.m., immediately following the Communication 

Evangelism (CE) Team meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall and via Zoom. All are welcome!  

If you have input or questions, please contact either Lisa Burke or Melody Costello.  

Vacation Bible School Registration -  This year St. Matthew will be holding a shortened and 

abridged VBS for children who recently completed Preschool through 5
th
 grade.  During the week of 

June 21-25, VBS will be held outside at St. Matthew from 9:30-11:00 a.m. (Inclement weather plans 

are being developed with safe distancing practices in mind.)  This year’s theme is “On Earth As In 

Heaven” and will center around the different petitions of the Lord’s Prayer. Due to Covid protocols, 

registration will be capped at 24 children!  Social distancing measures will be observed and masks 

will be required. All registrations must be received by June 4. Register at 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSemOEf- 

8mkLCNvGOTxgXPTx0Qg8sfnvIZFwLi4SdvZA0a31HQ/viewform 

Video Upgrade Project - Help fund our video upgrade for high-definition streaming. Please make 

checks payable to St. Matthew Lutheran Church with Video Upgrade on the memo line. They can be 

mailed to or dropped off at the church.  

Anyone entering St. Matthew's Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall can breath easy: Thanks to the 

good efforts of our Property Team, including Troy Gerspacher, and Tom and Joyce Davis, St 

Matthew now has installed and functioning Anti-Covid air treatment units on the Sanctuary and 

Fellowship Hall HVAC systems.  What this means is that any pathogens in the HVAC air will be 

reduced if not eliminated, further improving the safety of our in-person worship.  

Visit Stmatthewmedina.org: The new home page for our website is dynamic, user friendly and 

reflects the signs of the season.  Relive the beauty of the sanctuary on Easter Sunday by visiting the 

home page.  Scroll down to the bottom of the page and see the most recent important 

announcements for the week.  An addition to the website this week is the new Call Committee page 

that can be found under the About tab.  To stay updated on the progress of the Call process check 

back on a regular basis.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Electronic Offering Updates - If anyone needs help in changing their electronic giving (ACH) 

through Vanco please feel free to contact Dean Hauptman 216-280-7472 or email 

at dlhauptman73@gmail.com.   

Pierstorf Memorial Loan Fund - provides interest-free loans to Lutheran students who are or will 

be enrolled full time in a four-year undergraduate program at any accredited college or university. 

This year, the maximum interest-free loan is $3,000 for the school year. For information, visit 

www.Pierstorf.org and complete the 2021-2022 application. Applications open April 15, 2021 and 

close June 30, 2021. 

Hope Recovery Community’s Memorial Day Garage Sale is coming up May 29-31.  They are now 

collecting donations and will pick up your stuff! Text or call 330-321-9077 for more information or to 

schedule a donation pick up. Items can be dropped of Friday, April 30, 5-8 p.m. or Saturday, May 1, 

10 a.m.-5 p.m. at 200 Highland Dr., Medina. All proceeds go to Hope Recovery Community. 

 

 
As We Begin to hold In-Person meetings again … 

 

Remember to: 

 
 

 Observe Social Distancing 
 Wear Face Masks 
 Clean Surfaces After Your Meeting 
 Notify the Office to Update the Calendar 

mailto:dlhauptman73@gmail.com
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St. Matthew Evangelical Lutheran Church Staff 

The Rev. William Diehm Interim Pastor 
Deacon Lindsay Bailey Director of LGL Ministries 
John Burke Organist 
Deb Musil Office Administrator 
Joyce Davis Custodian 
Brenda Disbrow Parish Nurse 
Sue Gircsis Nursery Attendant 
Nancy McNeal Luther Choir Director 
Heather Rohde Youth Worship Music Director 

Finance Report for March and Year-to-Date 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church 

St. Matthew had the following revenue 

and expenses for March. 

 
                                        Month of    Year-to-Date 

                                      March 2021            March 2021 

Total Revenue                               $      32,213.98 $     87,708.81 

Total Expenses                               $      29,973.15 $     86,793.84 

Net Operating Revenue (Loss)      $        2,240.83 $          914.97 

     Net Other                               $             14.77 $            59.07  

Net Revenue (Loss)                  $        2,255.60           $          974.14 


